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Jack Welch for Snowmobiler of the year.
Curt & Dianne Larsen for Snowmobile Family of the year.
Travis Leonard for Groomer of the year.
Brady Leonard for Youth Snowmobiler of the year.
Kevin Walters for Friend of CSA of the year.
San Juan Sledders for Snowmobile Club of the Year.
Thank you for your hard work and dedication. Award plaques will be handed out in our March 8 th
meeting. We cleaned house on awards this year! It pays off to nominate someone for a CSA
award.
th,

February 9 we met with the Forest Service objection committee about the Purgatory Ice Creek
Project. I think it went very well. There where a lot of comments made about how Purgatory does
not follow through with the completion of agenda items once they get what they want. There
where comments about the current parking situation. The Forest Service said they would talk to
them about making the parking better until the snowmobilers parking area was completed. They
will also inform them about the parking attendants being a little politer. There was talk about moving the parking area from its current proposed location. I am not opposed to this but it will take
longer once again. The resolution was proposed February 25, I am waiting to hear from the forest
service. I should know more by meeting time.
It is official, San Juan Sledders Snowmobile club will be hosting the 2023 winter convention in
Durango. We need help with trail maps, sponsorships, door prizes, ride guides and tails. On the
am putting out there let me know. But this is just my thoughts. Groups of riders: 1) Trail Riders, 2)
Meadow busters, 3) Just wanna Play, 4) Get me stuck
Trails, I did not include missionary due to parking. Beaver Meadows due to logging/parking. Trail
riders seams to be the largest group. There was 20 on our Friday ride and over 30 for the Saturday
ride. So I made the meadow busters for anyone that wanted a little more than just trails.
West Mancos
Echo basin

Jay and Chris with group 1 or 2. Can anyone else take a group out here?

Lance Meador and Richard with group 3

Hermosa Park (Purg)
Lemon

Ben and Cory with group 4

Curt and Dianne with group 2 or 3

Middle Mountain

Travis and Kevin with group 3 or 4(if Clyde comes home)

close to home rides. We can make some Friday only or Saturday only rides.
26th. First time I have ever been over there. Over a 100 vehicles scattered up the road. But hardly
seen anyone. The powder was great. Lets hope it keeps snowing. Be safe out there, I hope to see
you on the mountain. Bryan Meador, Club President

Club Officers
President Bryan Meador
Vice President Chris Hinds
Treasurer Dianne Larsen
Secretary Jennifer Hawn
CSA Representative Curt
Larsen
Grooming Foreman Travis
Leonard
Club Reporter Ken Hilfiker
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Dianne Larsen
Our March meeting will be at the La Plata Fairgrounds on Tuesday the 8th. Dinner at 6, meeting at
6:30. Hope we see you there.
Our club had great representation at the CSA convention in Walden. Thanks to those of you that attended!

check in at the Fun Center to see
what is coming next year!
As always, please submit stories and
pictures to
a.dianne.larsen@gmail.com.

-Check season! Many of the
brands have their new models advertised. Be sure to

Vallecito Poker Run Nadine Barber
The ride started at the Weminuche Grill for sign up and
began with 14 and had 4 more meet up later.
Travis led the group up Middle Mountain gathering
punches along the way, then to the burn barrel for
lunch. It was an amazing bluebird day. After lunch we
headed up to Tuckerville and played around up there,
where there was some fun powder stashes to play in.
Everyone got their 5 punches. The Poker run winners
were Stuart for the Gold, Nadine got the Silver and
Landon got the Bronze.
After the ride everyone met at the Wemenuche Grill to
continue the fun with food and drink.
Everyone had a great time! A lot of first timers sledding
in Vallecito Including Landon Tate, so that was pretty cool
to get them up there.
Prize Winners: Stuart Allen, Nadine Barber, and Landon Tate

Group Lunching at the Barrel

Kevin Walters and Nicole
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Leading/Riding Etiquette Bryan Meador
If you are leading a ride, know your followers.
Are they new to the sport of snowmobiling?
Have they ever ridden before? Are they experienced, very experienced or elderly experienced?
As a guide you should be paying attention while
getting ready in the parking lot. Set ground rules,
hand signals, radio channels, beacon check and
the group gets separated. Start your ride off easy
and slow, about 10 mph. Watch your followers, is
one of them falling behind? If so move the slowest ridder behind the guide. That will set your
pace. Assure them they are doing good, they
probably have never ridden before and need reassurance. Yes, it may be slower, but it will keep
the group together. No one gets lost.
Stop often, usually within the first mile to
make sure everyone is together & check clothing,
close bags, zip up clothing, put ice scratchers
down, change goggles Then pick up the pace.
Stop at major intersections and road crossings,
make sure everyone is together and knows what
way you are going.
Highway crossings, let everyone know if
there will be a highway crossing. Tell them skis
the sled to go. Wait until the person in front of
you has crossed and is out of the way before proceeding. NO STOPPING on the highway. Have at
least one crossing guard standing on the highway shoulder watching for vehicles.
Hand signals, I know we are the friendliest
bunch of old farts this side of the nut farm, but
arm straight towards the ground. The leader will
hold up fingers on their left hand as to how
many followers they have. The tail will hold up a

fist showing they are the last ones in line. When
the leader stops everyone should know the
hand signals, Talked about in the parking lot?
Pat the top of head/helmet, means all is good.
Arms motioning in an outward direction, from
the chest straight out, palms outward, means go
play. The guide should have stopped at a rally
point on the trail. In plain sight of the play area.
When the guide returns to the rally point, watch
for an arm in the air making a circular motion.
This means gather up, we are moving out. So,
get in line for a head count, not go bang ditches
and get stuck so everyone has to wait on you,
again.
If the guide is going to jump trail for any
reason, they should motion the second person
to stay on the trail by a straight arm down moving forward and back. The guide should not be
more than several feet from the trail and still
maintains the lead.
You are responsible for the person bestop, this will follow up the line, eventually the
guide will notice and stop to check on everyone
or until everyone catches up.
If you change leader/guides, let everyone
know who the new guide and tail are. They are
following a color of jacket, helmet or sled.
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February 8th 2022 Meeting Minutes Jennifer Hawn

-

-

-
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Co m m it te e Ch
ai rs &
V ol un te er s

Roger Pennington, Safety Instructor
Landon Tate, Rides Chairperson
Ron Corkish, Search & Rescue Liaison
Dianne Larsen, Newsletter Editor
Chris Hinds & Ken Hilfiker, Website
Administrator & Facebook Administrator

enda
Meeting Ag
I.

Call to Order

II.
III.

Roll Call / Introduction of Guests
Reading of Minutes

IV.

Treasurers Report

V.

Committee Reports

Dianne Larsen

Club Rides
Equipment/Grooming/Truck To Do List Travis Leonard & Kevin Walters
Membership

The March meeting will be
at the La Plata Fairgrounds
March 8th. Dinner at
6pm, meeting at 6:30pm.

VII.

Unfinished Business

VIII.

New Business

IX.

Motion to Adjourn

Dianne Larsen

Curt Larsen, Cooke City MT

Bryan Meador collecting awards at the convention

Melanie Meador stuck at convention

Stuart Allen, Alpine WY
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Business Members
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To join or renew online, go to www.snowmobilecolo.com.

